
Correspondence.
OLD MEDICAL ANNOUNCEMENTS.

Lexington, Mass., February 27, 1885.
Mu. Editor,

—

In looking over some files of old
journals recently I came across some items which
may interest some of your readers. I therefore
copied them and now enclose them herewith.

Yours respectfully,
Robert M. Lawrence.

[From the Boston Gazette and Country Journal. Monday.
November 20,1769.]

Doctor Anthony Duracquie Takes this Method to
acquaint the Public, That he hath got an infallible
Remedy and safe Manner of curing the following
Disorders, viz : A When, the Fever and Ague, the
Jaundice, the Scurvy, the Bloody-Flux, the Con-
sumption if taken in time, the Pleuresy, the Dropsy,
the Palsy, the Cancer and all manner of Sores and
Ulcers : He also understands perfectly the operation
of Fistula in anus (sic) and Fistula Lacrímale.
He has also an excellent Balsam for the Pain in the
Stomach and is very expert in curing all sorts of
secret or Venerial Disorders, with the greatest
secresy and without any Confinement of the Patient.
He also has an excellent Eye-water, which takes
off all the Spots on the Eye-Balls. He hath met
with great success both in England and France,
being brought up and educated at Montpelier, and
passed Examination before the best Physicians in
France.
Any Person that will favor his Employ may hear

of him at his Lodgings at mr Piemont's, in King
Street, opposite the Town-House.
[From the Massachusetts Gazette and Boston News-Letter,

Thursday, January 28, 1768.]
We hear that a gentleman of a sedentary life,

who has been long indisposed with indigestion and
the hypochondriac passion, tried riding and several
other sorts of exercises, but with little effect, was
at last prevailed upon, by the advice of an eminent
physician, to try being tossed in a blanket, which
was accordingly performed every other morning for
a fortnight and has been attended with the greatest
success, the gentleman being now much better than
he has been for two years past.

Miscellany.
ANTISEPTIC RECIPES.

The Northwestern Lancet has collected the follow-
ing recipes for preparing catgut and animal drainage-
tubes for the convenience of readers who may wish
to prepare their own antiseptic materials :

—Lister now prepares catgut by immersion in a

watery solution of chromic acid of the strength of
one-tenth of one per cent, for twelve hours, and
then in the solution of sulphurous acid of the
British Pharmacopoeia for twelve hours. The gut
is then dried and immersed in a bichloride solution
just before being used.
Pilcher's method is to soak the catgut for forty-

eight hours in a watery solution of corrosive siibli-

mate, 1-1,000, and then keep in an alcoholic
solution of same strength till used.
In the two methods above, the gut must be

tightly wound on glass blotties weighted with lead
before immersion in the watery solution, otherwise
too much water will be taken up and the gut
become soft and useless. Kocher's plan avoids the
necessity of winding and is perhaps the best of all.
He immerses the gut in oil of juniper for twenty-
four hours, and then keeps it in alcohol till required
for use.
In selecting gut two sizes are sufficient for most

purposes : guitar E strings and violin E strings.
To prepare animal drainage-tubes, boil the long

bones of a chicken or turkey well, then steep in a
mixture of one part hydrochloric acid to two of
water for ten hours, then wash them and trim with
scissors. Finally, boil them in a five per cent,
solution of carbolic acid and keep for use in the
bichloride solution. Tubes prepared in this way
will dissolve in a wound in from four to live days.
A convenient way of keeping a bichloride solu-

tion for use is to make an alcoholic solution of the
strength of a drachm to the ounce. One drachm
of this solution in a pint of water will give a 1-1,000
solution of the bichloride.

RHEUMATIC GLOSSITIS.
An interesting case of this disease is noted in

The London Medical Record (January 15, 1885),
as follows :

—J. L., aged forty, farmer, presented himself with
symptoms of acute glossitis. The swelling of the
tongue took place very rapidly, and in a few hours
had become so great that the tongue protruded
beyond the lips, which could not be closed. He
breathed with great difficulty, and bis face was

cyanotic and pulse small. The saliva was
abundant, and ran from his mouth, but the exposed
surface of the tongue was dry and rough. Speech
was impossible and deglutition nearly so. There
were none of the usual causes to account for the
inflammation, but the patient had suffered from
rheumatism, and at present complained of pain
in the shoulder and muscles of the neck. Six
leeches were applied behind the angle of the jaw to
give immediate relief. Before resorting to deep
incisions, in the absence of the usual causes of
this affection, and taking into consideration its
abrupt onset and the rheumatic history, Dr. Car-
vallo prescribed four grammes of jaborandi leaves
in infusion to provoke free salivation and perspira-
tion, to be followed by six grammes of salicylate
of soda, to be taken in three doses during the night.
The effect of these remedies was remarkable, and
in two days the patient was well.

INCREASE OF CANCER IN GREAT BRITAIN.

Mr. H. Percy Dunn, writing in the Pall Midi
Budget regarding English experience with cancer,
gives figures from the forty-third annual report of
the Registrar-General, showing the increase in the
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mortality from this disease in Great Britain during
the past thirty years. According to the report,
80,049 deaths from cancer occurred during the ten
years from 1860-69 inclusive, and the annual
average increase was 248. During the years
1870-79 the total number of deaths from cancer was
111,301, and the annual average increase was 320.
As far, therefore, as numbers are capable of show-
ing, we have here conclusive evidence of the incre-

ment in the mortality from cancer. It is observa-
ble also that the rate of increase is much higher in
the latter than in the first ten years. It is, more-
over, the case that the annual rate of increase is
higher in the years 1860-69 than in the preceding
decennium

—

namely, in the years 1850-59. In
short, in the years 1850-59 the increment was
about 2,000; in 1860-69, 2,400; in 1870-79,
3,200.

REPORTED MORTALITY FOR THE WEEK ENDING FEBRUARY 28, 1885.

Cities.

New York ....
Philadelphia ....Brooklyn.
Chicago.
Boston.
Baltimore.
St. Louis.
Cincinnati ....
New Orleans ....
lluffiilo.
District of Columbia .

Pittsburgh ....
Milwaukee ....
Providence ....
New Haven ....
Nashville.
Charleston ....
Lowell.
Worcester ....
Fall River ....
Cambridge ....
Lawrence.
Lynn.
Springfield ....
Somcrville ....
llolyoke.
New Bedford . . .

Salem.
Chelsea.
Taunton.
Gloucester ....
Haverhill.
Newton.
Brockton.
Maiden.,
Newburyport ...
Filehburg.
Waltham.,
Northampton . . . .

89 Massachusetts towns .

Estimated
Population.

Reported
Deaths in
each.

1,340,11*
927,995
644,526
632,100
423,800
408,520
400,000
272,400
234,000
201,000
194,310
180,000
142,400
119,405
62,882
54,400
52,286
71,447
69,442
62,674
60,995
45,516
44,895
38,090
31,350
30,515
30,144
29,503
24,347
22,693
21,400
20.905
19,421
18,323
15,273
13,947
13,433
13,568
13,165

823
470
310

198
'

160
127
70

116

42
36
19
33
37
32
21
26

14
15

9
17
12
10
13
5
7
2
9

7
5
3

96

Percentage of Deaths from

Infectious
Diseases.

17.81
11.34
18.24

13.50

17.01
18.96
25.74
7.74

7.14
2.78
10.52
6.06
16.40
18.72
9.52
15.40

13.33

44.44

8.33

38.45

11.11

10.41

LungDiseases.

25.61
18.27
27.84

20.00

25.00
8.69
10.01
15.48

19.04
16.68
26.30
18.18
8.10
28.08
23.80
11.55

14.28
33.33

11.11
23.52

20.00
7.69

28.56

33.33

57.12
20.00

17.68

Diphtheria
ana Croup.

6.11
4.41
6.08

9.00

3.15
5.53
12.87
2.58

3.03
8.10
21.00

7.70

6.66

11.11

15.38

11.11

1.04

Scarlet
Fever.

3.11
1.68
2.56

1.50

2.52
.79

2.86
1.72

4.76

5.40

3.84

3.12

Deaths reported 2,644: under five years of age 974; principal
infections diseases (small-pox, measles, diphtheria and croup,
whooping-cough, erysipelas, fevers, and diarrhœal diseases) 396,
lung diseases 534, consumption 408, diphtheria and croup 146,
scarlet fever 60, measles 43, diarrhœal diseases 43, erysipelas 23,
malarial fever 23, typhoid fever 22, cerebro-spinal meningitis'
15, whooping-cough 13, puerperal fever 8. Prom diarrhoea!
diseases, New York 19, Brooklyn 9, New Orleans 5, Cincinnati
and Buffalo four each, Philadelphia and Boston two each, Dis-
trict of Columbia, Lowell, and llolyoke one each. From ery-sipelas, Philadelphia 9, Brooklyn 7, New York 4, Nashville.
Cambridge, and Springfield one each. From malarial fever,
New York 9, New Orleans 8, Brooklyn 4, District of Columbia
and Charleston one each. From typhoid fever, Philadelphia 8,
Cincinnati 4, Boston and Buffalo two each, New York. Kail
River, Salein, Lancaster, Middleboro'. and Longmeadow one
each. From cerebro-spinal meningitis New York and Taunton
three each, Philadelphia, Cincinnati, Now Orleans, Providence,
Nashville, Worcester, Fall River, and llolyoke one each. From
whooping-cough, New York 6, Brooklyn and District of Colum-
bia two each, Philadelphia, New Haven, and Holyoke one each.
From puerperal fever, Brooklyn and New Orleans two each,
Philadelphia, Boston, Huntington, and Dalton one each.

In 108 cities and towns in Massachusetts, with an estimated
population of 1,345,152 (estimated population of the State 1,955,-
104), the total death-rate for the week was 20.76 against 18.25
and 20.57 for the two preceding weeks.
In the 28 greater towns of England and Wales, with an

estimated population of 8,906,440, for the week ending February
14th the total death-rate was 20.9. Deaths reported 3,571 : infants
under one year of age 806 ; acute diseases of the respiratory
organs (London) 383, whooping-cough 112, measles 91, scarlet
fever 53, fever 41, diphtheria 35, diarrhœal diseases 26, small-
pox (London 34, Birmingham 3, Sheffield two, Liverpool one)
40. The death-rates ranged from 32.5 in Sunderland to 13.5 in

'Birmingham; Bradford 19.0; Hull 22.7; Leeds 19.4; Leicester
19.5; Liverpool 24.8; London 19.5; Manchester 24.9; Notting-
ham 21.7; Sheffield 22.0. In Edinburgh 15.8; Glasgow 29.7;Dublin 34.9.
In the Swiss towns for the week ending February 14th there

were 54 deaths from lung diseases, consumption 21, diarrhœal
diseases 10, diphtheria and croup 8, measles 7, small-pox 5,whooping-cough, erysipelas, and typhoid fever one each. The
death-rates were: at Geneva 20.2; Zurich 9.7; Basle 26.5;
Berne 42.6.

 The Boston Medical and Surgical Journal as published by 
The New England Journal of Medicine. Downloaded from nejm.org at SAN DIEGO (UCSD) on June 26, 2016. 

 For personal use only. No other uses without permission. From the NEJM Archive. Copyright © 2010 Massachusetts Medical Society.


